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I NT - OFFI CE HALLWAY - DAY

BOB, a young man who is on his first day at work foll ows
ALBERT, an ol der man who is a manager, down the hall.

Al bert points to a row of offices.

ALBERT
This is the group you'|ll work for.

Al bert stops outside one of the offices. JOHN, works away on
his conputer and tal ks to soneone on the phone. He ignores
Bob and Al bert.

ALBERT
That's John. He'll be your Boss.

Al bert and Bob watch JOHN. He continues to ignore them
Al bert | ooks at his watch.

ALBERT
Look, 1've got some inportant
t hings to do.

BOB
Yes sir.

Al bert points toward John with his thunb.

ALBERT
He' Il have sone work for you in a
few days. In the neantinme you can
study our procedure manual .

Al bert hands Bob a two page panphlet, then turns and wal ks
away. Bob | ooks around, not sure what to do.

I NT - BOB'S APARTMENT - DAY

The roomis nearly enpty. A canp cot stands agai nst one
wal | . Bob sits on the floor with phone pressed to his ear. A
pile of enpty pizza boxes lies on the floor next to him

BOB
Yes Mom

Bob listens to the voice on the other end of the phone Iine.

BOB
Don't worry, |'meating well
bal anced neal s.

Bob pushes the pizza boxes away.
BOB

No. | haven't made any new friends.
It's only been two weeks.



Bob frowns.
BOB
My boss says he should have tinme to
tal k next week. | should get sone
wor k t hen

EXT - STREET - DAY
Bob wal ks along the street with a pizza box under his arm

A car drives by and parks in front of a small house hal f way
bet ween Bob and his apartnent. LINDA, a wonan in a red
dress, gets out of the car. She wal ks up to the house, and
lets herself in. Bob watches her with interest.

Bob wal ks sl oWy past the house. He glances furtively at the
house. As he passes the house, he hesitates for a fraction a
second, but then continues to walk toward his apartnent.

| NT - OFFI CE - DAY

Bob sits at a desk. It is enpty, except for a pad of paper.
Bob | ooks down at sone doodl es he's made on the top sheet.
He | ooks up at a clock on the wall. It is 9:45 am Bob sits
back in his chair and sighs.

| NT - GROCERY STORE - DAY

Bob stands at the vegetable counter. He glances up at the
mrror over the counter. H's eyes w den. Linda pushes a cart
down the aisle behind him He turns around, but she has

al ready turned into the next aisle.

Bob grabs his cart and rushs toward the aisle she had gone
into. He stops short, and then turns into the next aisle
over. He hurries down to the other end. He turns the corner
and stops. No one is in sight. He waits.

The front end of a cart cones appears fromthe aisle. Bob
pushes his cart forward into the other cart. A bottle of
ket chup crashes on the fl oor.

DOUG a large man in a | eather jacket, who was pushing the
cart, glares at Bob.

DOUG
Are you blind?

Doug pulls his cart away from Bob's. He grabs a ketchup
bottle fromBob's cart to replace the one on the floor.

DOUG
| di ot!



Doug stonps away down the next aisle.
| NT - BOB' S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

Bob stands by the w ndow and cranes his neck awkwardly as he
tries to |l ook down the street. The pile of pizza boxes is
hi gher. A new TV sits on the floor next to the canp cot. On
the TV, RON, a man in a blue suit, talks to DON, a man in a
green and purple checked sport coat.

RON
He played well this week, do you
still think he's history?

DON

One good week doesn't nmake a turn
around. He's dropped the ball far
too many tinmes. | don't think he
can recover.

Bob turns away fromthe window to | ook at the TV. He frowns.

RON
He's been at the top of the gane
for years. Don't you think that
counts for sonething?

Bob reaches for the rempte, but stops before he picks it up.

DON
He needs to make big changes if he
wants to stay mayor. And with the
el ection this fall he hasn't got
much tinme. He should quit while
he' s ahead.

Bob stares at the TV for a nonent. Then he sml es.
EXT - STREET - DAY

Bob wal ks al ong the street. He glances at Linda's house. He
passes the house. He takes a few nore steps and then stops
and | ooks back at the house. He hesitates for a nonent, then
he turns and strides up to the door. He knocks. He waits.
Several seconds go by. Bob starts to fidget. Linda opens the
door. Bob reaches out his hand to her.

BOB
Hell o, ny nane is Bob..
(pause)
and | amrunning for mayor.

Li nda sm | es.



LI NDA
You're just the person | want to
talk to! Come in, conme in. My name
i s Linda.

Li nda grabs Bob's hand and pulls himinside.
| NT - LINDA' S LIVING ROOM - DAY

Bob sits on an overstuffed couch. Linda sits across fromhim
on a wooden chair. Linda | eans forward.

LI NDA
|"mafraid to go out for a wal k at
night. Wiy can't the city put nore
police on the streets to protect
single wonen |ike me?

Bob | ooks grave and nods

BOB
uh huh.

Bob sinks further into the overstuffed couch.

L1 NDA
Taxes!
(Linda rolls her eyes)
Wiy do they have to be so high? Do
the politicians think I'm made of
noney?

BOB
Yes, | see.

LI NDA
Do you want anot her cookie?

BOB
No |'mfine.

Li nda gl ances at a clock on the wall.

LI NDA
Oh ny, I'msorry. It getting |ate.
|"ve kept you far too |long. You
need to get out and canpai gn.

BOB
That' s OK

Li nda junps up



LI NDA
| nmust help you. The least | can do
is introduce you to ny nei ghbours.
Come on.

Li nda grabs Bob's hand and drags himtoward the door.

LI NDA
| know they'll be glad to neet a
politician who really listens.

Bob nods. Hi s eyes gl aze over.
| NT - BACKSTAGE AT A COMWUNI TY HALL - NI GHT

Several nonths |ater. Bob paces back and forth. Several
canpai gn workers watch him

LI NDA
Cal m down Bob. Keep your energy for
t he debate.

Several of the others nod in agreenent.
BOB
|"mworried that people will think
I"ma fool.

ERNEST, an ol der man | eans forward.

ERNEST
Every one feels that way now and
then, I"'msure they' |l be

synpat heti c
Bob stops pacing. Linda puts her hand on his shoul der.

LI NDA
You don't get nervous when you talk
to me, do you?

Bob nods.

LI NDA
['I]l be in the crowd. Just talk to
me. That won't be hard.

BOB
No, that won't be hard at all.

| NT - ELECTI ON RECEPTI ON ROOM - NI GHT
Several weeks |ater on election night. Bob makes his way

slowy through the crowd. People shake his hand, sonme pat
hi m on the back. A young woman ki sses himon the cheek.



CAROL, an ol der wonman comes up to him

CARCL
|"'mso glad we'll have you to stop
that new traffic interchange.

Bob smles as she is replaced by JERRY, a m ddl e aged nan.

JERRY
| never thought |'d see the day
when a politician who really would
cut taxes would be this close to
W nni ng

Jerry grins broadly, as he punps Bob's hand before he too
noves on. ALFRED, a younger man takes his place.

ALFRED
| can't wait for that new traffic
i nterchange to be built. | know

you're the man to get it done!
Alfred is replaced by JUDY

JubYy
| like your plan to increase
funding for the parks. Not many
politicians realize that people are
happy to pay higher taxes when they
get the services they want.

Li nda appears at Bob's side. She | eans over and whispers in
his ear.

L1 NDA
The polls are closed. It won't be
| ong now.

| NT - ELECTI ON RECEPTI ON ROOM - NI GHT

Later that same night. Bob stands at the m crophone and
| ooks at the crowd. Most | ook sad and dej ected.

BOB
W need not be sad. W can hol d our
heads up hi gh

Sonme of the people nod and a few even smle a little.
BOB
W didn't win .
(pause)
this tine.

The crowd cl aps and cheers.



BOB
Toni ght we sent the mayor a
nmessage.

The crowd cl aps and cheers agai n.

BOB
| hope you will all join nme in
wi shing the mayor success.

The crowd is quiet, but slowy they begin to appl aud.
BOB
| wouldn't want to live in a city
where he was a failure.

The crowd | aughs. Bob | ooks around the room He sees Linda
in the back. There is a tear in her eye.

EXT - STREET - N GHT

Bob and Linda stand in front of her hone. They are quiet for
a few nonents. Linda | ooks down and shuffles her feet.

LI NDA
Bob, | don't want you to take this
t he wrong way,
pause)

but I'mglad you | ost.

BOB
Go on.

Li nda | ooks around, avoiding Bob's face.

LI NDA
| renmenber the first time | saw
you. You wal ked past ny house | ust
as | got honme. | wanted to run
right out and give you a big hug.

Li nda gl ances at Bob and he smles at her.

L1 NDA
You're going to think I'mfoolish

Li nda pauses and | ooks at Bob.

LI NDA
| imagi ned that when you wal ked by,
you were going to turn and wal k up
to the house.

Bob chuckl ed.



Bob makes

They both

BOB
You're not the only one who has
been fooli sh.

a silly face and Linda | aughs

LI NDA
| was so excited when you cane to
nmy door to canmpaign. | only joined

your canpaign so | could get to
know you.

smle.

BOB
Do you still want to give ne that
bi g hug?

Li nda nods. They hug. Then they ki ss.
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