THE DILEMMA OF THE LIBRARIAN

by

James Beattie Morison

James Beattie Morison
James@dynamiclethargyfilms.ca



INT. LIBRARY -EVENING

It is almost closing time and the library is virtually
empty.

LINDA MOORE walks down a row of shelves adjusting the
books. She picks up a book lying on the floor partially
under the shelf.The book is "Always Take Cinnamon Buns on a
Deep Sea Diving Expedition" by Richard Williams.

There is no number on the spine of the book, so Linda opens
the book to check. The book is hollow and there is a small
tape recorder in the space.

Linda closes the book and walks quickly back to her desk.

Linda sits down and places the book by the edge of the
desk. After a brief hesitation, Linda picks up the phone
and dials a number.

JERI
(over the phone)
Hello?

LINDA MOORE
Jeri, Linda, is Ralph there?

JERI
(over the phone)
Sorry Linda. He's out for a walk
with the kids.

LINDA MOORE
Oh. OK.
(pause)
Can you have him give me a call
when he gets in?

JERI
(over the phone)
You're at the library?

LINDA MOORE
Yes.

JERI
(over the phone)
OK.

Linda hangs up the phone. She stares at the book. Stands
up. Takes a step back tyo the shelves. She stops and sits



down again.

Linda picks up the book and opens it again. She studies the
tape recorder. It has only one button, labeled "play."
Linda takes out her cell and starts the recording app and
starts recording. She presses the play button on the tape
recorder.

DEEP MALE VOICE
(from tape recorder)
Code sequence A9-793-132T10.
(pause)
Target prime code Q79L91.
Time line Urgent completion
required.
Method flexible but discretion
paramount.
(long pause)
This device will self destruct in
five seconds.

Linda tosses the book into a metal waste basket next to her
desk. She jumps up and runs over to the fire extinguisher.
There is a light "poof" sound as she grabs the fire
extinguisher.

When she gets back to the waste basket, there is only a
few ashes left in the bottom of the waste basket.

Linda sits down at her desk. Stops the record app and puts
away her cell. Her eyes glaze over. She sits, unmoving, for
a considerable time.

BIG MAN
Ahem!

Linda looks up to see large man wearing an expensive suit
standing in front of her desk.

LINDA
Can I help you?

BIG MAN
I'm looking for a book called
"Always Take Cinnamon Buns on a
Deep Sea Diving Expedition" by
Richard Williams. I looked in the
stacks and couldn't find it.

Linda is slow to react. She turns to her computer terminal.

LINDA
Just a moment. I'll look it up.



Her search turns up nothing. Linda turns back to the big
man.

LINDA
Sorry, we don't have that boo.
(pause)
I can look for it on interlibrary
loan, if you would like.

The big man looks disappointed.

BIG MAN
That won't be necessary.

The big man turns and walks quickly away. Linda watches him
until he has left the building.

Linda jumps when the phone rings. She picks it up.

LINDA
Hello?

RALPH
(over the phone)
This is Ralph. You called?

LINDA
Um. Yes.
(pause)
Sorry to bother you at home.
(pause)

The problem is resolved now.

RALPH
(over the phone)
(laughing)
OK. Don't worry. I like it when
problems get solved before I have
to do anything.

LINDA
Thanks. Good night.

RALPH
(over the phone)
Good night.

Linda hangs up the phone. She takes out her cell and opens
the record app. She finds the recording she made, and
deletes it.



